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REFS (A) MOSCOW I9I92 (B) STATE 0I4I85 (C) MOSCOW 2041 

1. SOVIET WRITER VASILIY AKSENOV TOLD EMBOEF 

EEBRUARY 19 THAT HE WAS GETTING RUN-AROUND EROM 

UNION OE WRITERS RE INVITATION TO TEACH SEMINAR AT 

UCLA DURING SPRING TERM (REFTELS). AKSENOV SAID 

WRITERS UNION CHARIMAN EEDORENKO HAD RECEONTLY TOLD HIM 

THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO WRITE OUT TEXT OE LECTURES TO BE GIVEN AT 

SEMINAR BEEORE HE COULD RECEIVE AUTHORIZATION EOR 

VISIT. AKSENOV REPLIED THAT THIS WOULD TAKE SEVERAL 

MONTHS AND THAT IN ANY CASE SEMINAR WAS TO HAVE 

INEORMAL STRUCTURE WITHOUT SET LECTURES. HE OFEERED 

TO GIVE UNION OUTLINE OE HIS PLANS EOR SEMINAR AND 

TO TAPE RECORD SEMINAR SESSIONS SO UNION COULD 

CHECK SUBSTANCE LATER. HE ALSO OEEERED TO TURN OVER 

BULK OE SALARY OF $10,000 HE IS TO RECEIVE, SINCE 

VISIT ITSELE IS MORE IMPORTANT TO HIM THAN MONEY 

INVOLVED. AKSENOV HAS NOT YET HAD A REPSONSE EROM 

UNION AND SAID HE SENSED UNION OEFICIALS WERE TRYING 

TO STALL IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT TIME WOULD NOT 

PERMIT HIM TO ACCEPT OFEER. HE ALSO SAID THAT IF 

HE DID NOT RECEIVE AUTHORIZATION SOON, HE PLANNED TO 

WRITE TO AND THEN CALL AT "CENTRAL COMMITTEE" TO 

APPEAL CASE. IE THIS DID NOT WORK, AKSENOV 
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2. COMMENT: AKSENOV IS WELL KNOWN ENOUGH TO CREATE 
CAUSE CELEB RE, PARTICULARLY IF HE GETS IN TOUCH WITH 
WESTERN PRESS. FACT THAT HIS MOTHER SPENT 17 YEARS IN 
STALINIST PRISON CAMPS AND WROTE OE HER EXPERIENCES 
IN BOOK PUBLISHED ONLY IN WEST ADDS TO DRAMA OF CASE. 
END COMMENT. 

3. PRESSS AND CULTURAL COUNSELOR HAS APPONTMENT 
EEBRUARY 20 WITH A.M. DYUZHEV, CHIEE OE EOREIGN RELATIONS 
IN MINISTRY OE CULTURE (WHICH HANDLES UNION OE WRITERS' 
EOREIGN RELATIONS), AND WILL MENTION OUR INTEREST IN 
AKSENOV'S TRIP TO U.S. AT THAT TIME. 
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